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Keynote-Speakers at the ASAV Annual Meeting

Dr. Maren Engelhardt ... Potato Richardson ...
... is world renowned and an expert ...is a well known endurance rider
Trakehner judge. She is also a and owner of several Shagyas.
co-founder of Potato has won the
"Trakehners International” Tevis Cup several times.
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

To date, 2009 has been a great year on many
fronts for the American Shagya Arabian
Verband. We have another fantastic National
meeting in store May 1-3 in Bend, Oregon at
the Hawkview ranch. Doug and Karen Bish
have gratefully offered to host his meeting.
Guest speakers will be Dr. Maren Engle-
hardt and Potato Richardson. Maren is a

well known International Trakehner judge
and co-founder of Trakehners International.
Potato has won the Tevis endurance event
with his Shagyas and CONDITIONED
THEM TO EARN  the Haggin Cup. This is
shaping up to be another spectacular event for
ASAV,

So far this year, our membership growth has
been phenomenal. Compared to last year, we
have a 60% growth in members to date. We
may even double the membership numbers
before the year is out. It is notinconceiv-
able that we could obtain over 100 members
for next year. The growth is in part to our
aggressive efforts in a number of areas: Great
National Meetings, Distance Challenge Rides,
promotions, advertisements and a Board of
Directors committed in their efforts to see
ASAV become a successful organization.

Our Jump Start Breeding program is off to a
great start. Numerous NEW members have
become involved in ASAV. We offered over
30 breedings and we anticipate selling most
(orall) of these. The deadline to secure a
breeding has been extended until July 31st,
or possibly later. Don't miss the opportunity-
--buy your breeding now; as the price ($200)
FOR the breeding cannot not be matched
anywhere else in the world.

Within this newsletterisa well written
Op-Ed piece by Denis Atam. It relates to
“Why are Inspections Necessary (or not) in
the USA". Read it over and we would be glad
to entertain your comments. Are inspections
on the North American continent just a ruse
and a money making machines for organiza-
tions? Guidelines for Stallion Performance

are also in the latter stages of being completed.

IN addition, please provide your comments
along those lines.

The location of our National Distance
Challenge cup ride has not been set. This
topic will be up for discussion in Bend,
Oregon. Again---input would be welcomed.
However, the event is slated for the western
half of the USA (this year). KILIAN
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ASAV has divided the membership into four Districts. The
regional directors are also on the Board of Directors.

North District One: Donna Coss, cossdj@gmailcom

NY, NH, NJ, ME,CT, OOH, PA, IN, IL, WI, MN, M1, RI, MD, DE, VT, MA, DC

South District Two: Brian Coss, briancoss@shagyaregistry.com

VA, NC, GA, FL, AL,KY, TN, MS, WV,

Pacific District Three: Valerie Bullock vbullockx2@gmail.com

WA, MT, WY, ND, SD, CO, LA, OR, NE, ID, CANADA

West District Four: Kilian Dill redwoodranch@yaho.com

CA, AZ,NV, OK, TX, NM, UT, AK, HI, KS, AR, LA, MO

Officers, Board of Directors, Committe Chair
President, Kilian Dill
Vice President, Valerie Bullock
Secretary, Elisha Morehead
Treasurer, Darlene Steven,  darlenestevens@bellsouth.com
Registrar, Daunna Sellers, Shagyaarabs@wmconnect.com
Newsletter, Donna Coss
Membership chairman, Valerie Bullock
Int. relationships, Denis Atam, denisatam@rmtw.com
Web Master, Denis Atam
Youth Director, Kesleigh Lehman, kesleigh.lehman@yahoo.com

Promotions Editor, Nancy Skakel, nskakel@gmail.com

mvw.shagyaregistry.com

Please be advised that you are encouraged to contact any of the ACFA
Officers at any time, with matters of concern, ideas for the promotion of
the Shagya Arabian breed, or questions, comments etc. The e-mail addresses
are listed for yourconvenience.
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o b tiem good? Do we nieed them and who bemets?

By Denis Atam:

When my wife, Irmi,

and I moved to the US

in 2001 we brought

four Shagya-Arabian horses with us.
We were baffled by the fact that
our—already by one of the German
Shagya-Arabian Registries —
approved and inspected Shagya-
Arabians had to be reregistered and
especially re-inspected and
reapproved again here in the US,
While we understood the
re-registration requirements, the
need for already approved breeding
stock to be “re-inspected and
reapproved” by an ISG association
seemed ridiculous. Anyway—after
complying with the requirements the
question about the necessity and
requirements of Shagya Inspections
for the North-American Continent
surfaces every three years for many
breeders.

Over the last couple of years the
practices and model for Shagya-
Arabian Inspections in North-
America has been discussed and
criticized many times. Specifically
the issues below warrants the
question—to which extend the
current model and inspection
practices are meaningful and
whether they cause more harm than

Will the North American
Shagya Market be better
off without inspections?

good for the North-American
continent and breeders?

1. Inspections are very subjective

2. There seems inconsistency in the
assessment and judging of the
same horse by different people or
associations.

3. Common inspection protocols
were constantly violated here in
the US where the owner/breeder
of the horse inspected/judged her
own horses.

4. The involved costs for the owner/
breeder without any tangible
benefits from an inspected horse.

5. Lack of consistency in the quality
of progeny from so called
“inspected/approved” horses.

6. Can we really afford to exclude
horses from the gene pool, with
such a small Shagya population
here in the US and worldwide?

The list of issues goes on and on,
but this is not the point here. One
has to consider also the different
situation we have here in the US—
first of all we have inspections only
every three years and only at se-
lected sites. Does this really help
our breeders to find out about their
breeding results every third year?

Why don’t we trust and believe in
the self-regularity power of the
market?

Today we have a lot more sources

of information available, which we
did not had a few years ago: Email,
Internet, YouTube, online pictures

and videos, search inquires about a
particular horse or breeder etc.

Should we be dependent upon a
certificate which says: “inspected/
approved”™? Actually the fact that you
believe you have an inspected/
approved horse can be quite
misleading—there is NO guarantee
that the “inspected/approved”™ horse
will produce good and “approvable”
off-spring.

In order to underline what I am
attempting to say, I referto a
comment, which was made by one of
the ISG certified judges from the US,
who participated at an ISG judging
seminar in Babolna in 2006.

... also, it became clear that there
were quite a number of scoring
discrepancies amongst the
experienced judges as well ... it
brought to mind the question of how
well the judges could evaluate the
candidates, considering the variation
in scores amongst the experienced
Judges... Overall, I have some serious
concerns about the current judging
criteria and system... "

This really raises the question, who
benefits from having breeders/owners
to go through a questionable
inspection/approval process or
whether those inspections are more
targeted to fill one associations bank
account and to control the market. ..

Give it some thought before you
decide to spent at least $200
inspection fees plus transportation/
grooming 1o inspect your horse with
an uncertain outcome ...

I don’t want to leave the topic without
the question as to “what options do we
have here in North America 7" Stay
tuned and watch out for the next issue
of the ASAV newsletter, where [ will
outline some alternatives.
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