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Welcome.  It has been an interesting 
and challenging year for ASAV.  So 
much has been happening.   The new 
board seems to be settling into their 
roles well.    
 

ASAV has been involved in the pro-
cess required by ISG to become an 
affiliate member.  I frankly thought this 
would be a relatively easy objective for 
ASAV.  While I suspect ISG does not 
intend for the process to be arduous, 
miscommunication brought about by 
distance, differing languages and cul-
tures, and perhaps some amount of 
mistrust, has been happening.   It has 
been frustrating, but there is reason to 
think these communication issues will 
improve.  I think it is simply a matter of 
getting the right people into the con-
versations, working to focus on what 
we can agree on, keeping an open 
mind, and speaking clearly and hon-
estly about the issues we each face in 
our homelands.  It is ASAVôs hope that 
we can become an affiliate of ISG.  But 
we also realize that becoming an ISG 
affiliate is a process that involves 
change, perhaps changes for both 
ASAV and ISG.  America is not Eu-
rope, and it is not a reasonable as-
sumption to think that all associations 
in America shall operate alike.  ASAVôs 
elected board intends to do their part 
towards making this happen.    
  

The entire Breeding Committee has 
been under considerable strain for the 

last several months, Darlene Stevens 
and Daunna Sellers in particular have 
whole heartedly applied themselves to 
the many aspects of registry database 
management.  We are all very grateful 
for their dedication.  What I have been 
seeing is a super effort.  Irene Noll, our 
ASAV member living  near Cologne 
Germany, has done a wonderful job 
ironing out pedigree details.  ASAV 
has been very fortunate to have her on 
the team.   Chris Evans is our newest 
member of this committee.  Chris has 
also been a big help with ideas and 
tracking down details.  Thank you 
ASAV Breeding Committee for all the 
great work.  It shows. 
  
There has been talk about ASAV 
members plans to attend the ISG 
meeting this summer in France.  This 
would be an opportunity for many to 
meet other ISG members and its board 
of directors. Please contact Donna 
Coss if you think you might be interest-
ed in attending. 
  

Plans are being made for our ASAV 
annual meeting that will be in late fall 
and as has been the norm, there are 
always special speakers and events.  
Stay tuned to find out about this.  If 
you have any ideas, they are always 
welcome. 
  
The ASAV board of directors now has 
a full complement of hard working, fully 
engaged people who are striving to-
wards a democratic and working asso-
ciation.  The goal is always the promo-
tion and welfare of our chosen breed, 
the Shagya Arabian!    Several new 
members have been added and they 
are true advocates of our wonderful 
horses. 
   

Many of you have received the forms 
for membership renewal and I urge 
you to join and/or renew your member-
ship.  Steve Boles has done a great 
job leading this effort.  Thanks Steve.  
  
Exciting times are ahead for ASAV. 
  
Best Wishes.  Happy New Year! 

 
 
Hello to our Shagya Family, 
 
Well, 2012 is upon us and I hope eve-
ryone is looking forward to a success-
ful and prosperous year. As your Mem-
bership Chairperson I hope everyone 
received their membership forms and 
survey in good order and you plan to 
re-join us in our efforts to promote the 
Shagya Arabian. ASAV would really 
love to have your input into how we 
can best serve your interests as well 
as these wonderful horses. Please 
take a few minutes to complete the 
survey and send it back to us to evalu-
ate. For your convenience you should 
have received a follow-up email with 
an electronic version attached which 
you can complete and send back to 
vaboles@centurylink.net . If you did 
not receive a Membership letter with 
survey in the mail please email me and 
I will make sure you receive all the 
necessary information. Remember you 
can go to our website at 
www.shagyaregistry.com to register as 
well.  
 
ASAV has many exciting events 
planned for 2012 one of which may be 
a trip to France in July for the Interna-
tional Shagya-araber Gesellshaft 
meeting. If you are interested in joining 
this group please let us know via the 
Membership survey. We will again 
have our National Membership meet-
ing, National Distance Challenge ride, 
as well as our ñJust Do Itò Awards. If 
you are already a member of ASAV we 
appreciate your help and input. Please 
tell your friends with a similar interest 
in the Shagya Arabian to join us as 
well. 
 
Hereôs to a great 2012 for you and 
your family along with your beautiful 
Shagyas. Get out and enjoy them!! 
 
Steve Boles 
ASAV Membership Chair 
vaboles@centurylink.net 
 

President and Vice Presidentõs Corner 
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Ninja PFF, ASAV registered gelding, completes 
805 AERC Milesðby Judith Moore 
 
Ninja PFF, a Sarvar son out of a Polish Arabian mare, 
Nadeja ox, bred by Nancy Skakel, had a late start in endur-
ance competition.  After a pasture accident on January 17, 
2008, Ninja required stifle surgery at UC Davis  School of 
Veterinary Medicine.  After 19 days in the hospital and 2 
surgical procedures, he was placed on stall rest for the re-
mainder of the year.  As you can imagine, stall rest is easi-
er said than done. He was bouncing off the walls and hand 
walking was dangerous for all. His future as an equine ath-
lete was in jeopardy.  

On May 15, 2010, Ninja started his endurance career with 
a LD at Grant Park near San Jose. He placed in the top 10 
with terrific vet scores. In 2010 Ninja completed his initial 
200 Endurance miles with his owner, Dale Scoville aboard. 
 

Ninja was presented In hand at the Pacific Coast Arabian 
Sport Horse Classic on 5-29-09. This is an Arabian Sport-
Horse show that routinely offers Shagya Classes. Ninja 
was Reserve Champion second to the stallion, Sterling Sil-
ver owned and handled by Shelley Housh.  
 

On June 13 of 2010 Ninja was entered in his first and only 
Dressage Show. Ridden by trainer, Ryan Sulonen, he 
scored over 60% in Training tests one and two. Ninja 
placed 3rd and 4th respectively. I feel strongly that all hors-
es need a basis in dressage to prepare them for any riding 
discipline.  
 

This year, 2011 he has completed 605 miles. 300 of these 
miles were done on weekends where he completed two 50 
mile rides in 2 days. These 2 day rides were in anticipation 
of the 2011 Tevis Cup which he completed on Oct. 8. The 

Tevis 
was a 
different 
race this 
year due 
to the 
route 
and date 
being 
moved 
because 
of a his-
toric 
snow 
pack in 
the Sier-
ra Neva-
da. Ninja 
consist-
ently places in the top ten with the notable exception of 
when the rider gets lost. Unfortunately, it is the practice of 
some who do not appreciate having to share the trails, to 
sabotage the trail markers. Itôs frustrating to all, particularly 
the ride 
managers. 
 
Itôs time for 
us to set our 
goals for 
2012. Ninja 
will be en-
tered in the 
Tevis Cup 
on August 
4. ñTo finish 
is to winò 
but we 
would like 
him to be in 
the top 30. 
He will use 
the Cooley 
Ranch 2 
day ride in 
June as one 
of his train-
ing rides. 
Itôs usually 
hot and 
steep. Per-
fect for 
Tevis training.  Madi, Mia, Zapata (our Mustang) and Sam-
son all need some mileage so we will proceed with their 
training as well. 

Cover Story 
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Region 11 Championship Ride  
By Marty and Chris Powers 

 
 
 
It was a tough 60 mile ride and the 
boys did great! Go Shagyas!!! 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Te-Jat was the Half-Arabian      
Endurance Champion. 

 
 
Look for the óJust Do Itô awards 
in the next Newsletter!!! 

 
 
 
 

Endurance News 
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Mustang Rideðby Donna Coss 
 
Brian and Carol both did well on the first loop--
this ride route was very long, flat sandy ground, 
and described as "boring scenery" in contrast to 
the mountains etc. they are used to.   During the 
second loop, Brian lost a stirrup, which was a 
challenge, even after he rigged a stirrup with his 
belt, that broke and he was down to riding without 
any stirrups.  Cantered most of the way, because 
Stetson has a very smooth, ground covering can-
ter, and trotting was definitely not possible. 
 
Carol's mare was pulled at the end of the second 
loop so Brian and Stetson were on their own.  
Thankfully no problems and they finished in the 
top ten.  Stetson was in fine form without any 
problems, ate and drank well -- he is very com-
petitive and seems to enjoy the challenge. 
 
Jeremy and Ellen Olson were also in this race. 

ISG Meeting Informationðbrochure on page 23 

 
From: V®ronique Gibaud <veronique.gibaud@wanadoo.fr> 

Date: December 29, 2011 6:04:07 PM CST 

To: Donna Coss <cossdj@gmail.com> 

Subject: Re: ISG meeting 

 

Hello, 

 

We work hard to make a success with the Event, like you 

can see with this Brochure translated into english, italian, 

spanisch and german for seeking Partners and Sponsors. 

We are enjoying to do it because it promises to be a great 

moment and for the first time in France. The program is not 

sure yet but we shall have a lot of money for the event and 

all our partners are enthusiastic ! 

 

Airport closest to the event : http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/

Metz-Nancy-Lorraine_Airport 

Nancy is so beautiful, really! go and see ! http://www.ot-

nancy.fr/uk/centre_historique/index.php 

it's too early to reserve a room ;-) 

 

Map and adresses of French Breeders on this page http://

shagyafrance.fr/intl/en 

 

friendly, 

V®ronique ,AFCAS contact 

Endurance News 
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Hello from Serenity Acres in Wisconsin  
 
There are many different types of horse events to 
be involved in with our beloved Shagyas. For me 
personally however, my first love is out on the 
trail enjoying the beauty that God has given us. 
Three friends and I loaded up our horses and 
went to the Nicolet National Forest in northern 
Wisconsin which consists of over six hundred 
thousand acres. We stayed at Spur of the Mo-
ment Ranch overnight and needless to say we 
really had a lot of fun. No timeframe to be back, 
just good company and wonderful horses and 
scenery. The trails were awesome though one 
really needed a good sense of direction, and a 
compass. Trails were marked for snowmobiles 
and ATVôs so we pretty much stayed on those 
with the horses. We rode both days for four hours 
at a time, including crossing a river. Lily Creek 
Ciara did a great job but of course growing up at 
Lily Creek in Freeport, Illinois she had to cross a 
stream so it was a piece of cake for her. She also 
had a ball trying to get me all wet which she suc-
ceeded at doing quite well. Thankfully though she 
did not lie down, even though she wanted to! 
Next year we will strip the saddles and let them 
play. Going during the week always allows more 

privacy if that is what a person is looking for. It 
just simply amounts to beautiful scenery, good 
food and great company. The key to this type of 
riding is to keep the group small and only ride 
with those who ride the same way that you do. 
That way no one gets hurt and everyone has a 
great time. I know many people who are involved 
in the competitive world with their horses and 
would not even think of doing this with their hors-
es. Sadly they just donôt know what they are 
missing. As John Lyons once stated in a big clin-
ic years ago, ñyou trail riders need more training 
of your horse than anyoneò. Wow I could hardly 
believe my ears because he is so very right. How 
very true for what you become exposed to re-
gardless of what trail you go down on a given 
day. So if this is something you have not experi-
enced I would highly recommend it to anyone. 
Oh and one of the best things was no mosqui-
toes and only a couple of deer flies which was 
hard to believe. The reason for this was because 
the dragon flies get rid of them all. It was hard to 
believe but true! And now we are planning a 
longer trip for next year!  
 
Kathy Johnson  
Serenity Acres ~ Wild Rose, WI  

Member Stories  
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ARABIAN HORSES IN THE BALKANSðby Chris Evans 

 
Our travels in 2010 were for the purpose of seeing first hand the horses and studs of Eastern Eu-
rope that were famous as the foundation studs of breeds of horses we are interested in, namely the 
Shagya Arabian and the Lipizzaner. Along with these breeds the important historical factor always 
included the use of purebred Arabian blood. This genetic ingredient is not  unknown to us in these 
historic riding breeds and the Arabian influence is also widely understood and appreciated in the de-
velopment of the Thoroughbred as the supreme racing  equine.   
 
However what is often unknown ( here in North America) or seldom realized is the historical im-
portance of horses and their valuable bloodlines which were developed for practical purposes in the 
states of former Yugoslavia.  

Our travels brought us in to the Croatian capital of Zagreb. Of course we were drawn to the two im-
posing equestrian statues in the city ï one of founding King Tomislav and the other of Ban Josep 
Jelacic. Under Austro-Hungarian rule Ban Jelacic was the official Croatian ruler at the time circa 
1850 ï an influential time for the Shagya in this monarchy. I was struck with the possibility his mount 
could have been a Shagya or Arabian considering these horseôs high esteem. Just previously Napo-
leon was well known for his preferred mounts, including Marengo, being Arabian.  

Member Stories  


