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ASAV Members have been busy pre-
paring displays and handouts for the 
breed booth that is occurring at this 
yearôs Sport Horse National Arabian & 
Half-Arabian Championship Horse 
Show. The show is the last week in 
September in Lexington,Kentucky  
 
Darlene Stevens has been leading this 
effort, prepping, coordinating and stag-
ing items in preparation for transport to 
the Show and our ASAV booth. I re-
cently visited Darlene and I am again 
impressed with Darleneôs drive and 
willingness to give this project her best 
while at the same time spinning many 
other plates. My thanks goes out to her 
and all the other locals in Kentucky 
that have quite a project going. 
 
Various periodicals are also seen as 
critical tools to help those new to the 
Shagya world. A new ASAV Breederôs 

Guide was largely a solo effort by my 
mother, Donna Coss. Shagya breeders 
are relatively rare in the USA. Donna 
has done an outstanding job, collecting 
in a 24 page booklet some of the lead-
ing Shagya breeders in the USA. If you 
are new to the breed, please locate 
this valuable catalog.  
 
On other fronts, ASAVôs board has 
eagerly accepted Potato Richardson 
as Director of Region 4, our Western 
region. We are all very happy to have 
him on-board. Potato is expected to be 
key in another Arabian centric activity 
ï Endurance Riding. Do a google on 
Potato and Tevis. You will see. Wel-
come Potato. 
 
Thanks to much discussion between 
board members, and the willingness of 
another hard working ASAV members 
we now have a new ASAV Region 5. 
Chris Evans takes the wheel as the 
new director for ASAVôs ñInternational 
Regionò. A congratulations is in order 
there. 
 
As with most organizations there are 
those tasks that while critical, are less 
visible. The Breeding Committee is 
Chaired by Darlene Stevens and 
Daunna Sellers is our methodical, hard
-working Registrar. Irene Noll, of Ger-
many, has also been invaluable for her 
insight and meticulous research. With-
out this team we would not have 
meaningful recorded standards for 
ASAV registered horses that meet IS-
Gôs expectations. This is detail work. It 
is not easy. 
 
Steve Boles has brought our member-
ship records up to standards and is 
preparing for the yearôs end member-
ship drive. Diann Marksberry is doing a 
great job as ASAV Secretary. Prepar-
ing our meeting minutes is not an easy 
thing, but it gets done well. Thank you. 
 

I know Iôve omitted a few hard working 
ASAV members. Sorry. We do appre-
ciate your contribution, and thank you. 
You guys are a wonderful team to work 
with. 

As some of you know, last week I was 
in France riding Shagyaôs there. Won-
derful place, people, and horses. Look 
for more on that trip in our next news-
letter  
 
Thanks again every one. 
ASAV President 
Brian Coss 
 

 
 

Message from the Vice President 
Hi Everyone, 

I have been selected to serve as your 
ASAV Vice-President and wanted to 
make sure you know a little about me 
as well as how to contact me if you 
have questions or concerns we can 
help you with. My wife Joanne and I 
have been involved with Arabian hors-
es for many years. She still says her 
Arabian gelding was the only reason I 
kept coming to visit her when we first 
started dating. Not wanting to start an 
argument I will say that is totally not 
true!! In any case we were involved in 
the show ring for several years and 
then I moved on to endurance riding 
about 6 years ago when the kids 
moved on to college and other things. 
We have a small farm in central Virgin-
ia and you will see me out on the trails 
every free moment I have to get away 
from the job, farm chores, ñhoney doò 
lists, etc. I have only become aware of 
the Shagya breed in the past 2-3 years 
but have found so many good qualities 
about the Shagya that I couldnôt resist 
getting involved with these wonderful 
horses. I now have a very nice Shagya 
broodmare along with a beautiful new 
purebred colt that we are very excited 
about. Every day I am more impressed 
with these horses and all I have heard, 
read and seen is very much a fact. 

As a member of the Board of Directors 
for ASAV my primary role is to help get 
the word out about the Shagya Arabian 
horse. As your Vice-President I am 
responsible for coordinating efforts of 
our Membership Committee as well as 

 Presidentõs Corner 
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President and VP Corner é                                                              é ASAV News 

represent your interests with our Board 
and membership during open discus-
sion. I want you to feel free to contact 
me directly if you have an issue you 
feel is important for us as an organiza-
tion to discuss or you may just want to 
become involved like myself with pro-
moting this talented horse breed. If you 
wish to talk about Shagya Arabians in 
general, ASAV, endurance racing, or 
where to find good trails in Virginia I 
would love to talk with you. If you have 
ideas about ways to recruit new mem-
bers to our organization or you have a 
potential new member, I would love to 
hear from you. You may contact me by 
email at vaboles@centurylink.net. 
Donôt forget to check out the ASAV 
website and also join us on the Shagya 
International facebook page. Thank 
you for reading our newsletter and 
checking out ASAV. Let me know if I 
can help you in any way. 

Best wishes, 
Steve Boles 
ASAV Vice-President 

 
 

Update on ASAV Booth at Sport 
Horse Nationals 
 
ASAV Members Kathy Papp, Diann 
Marksberry, Darlene Steven, Donna 
Coss, Daunna Sellers, Chris Evans 
and friends will be manning the booth 
at the Arabian Horse Association Sport 
Horse Nationals at the Kentucky Horse 
Park September 28 to October 2, 
2011.  The ASAV booth will be in the 
old blue covered arena with the other 
Arabian Horse Clubs tables.  The 
Breeders ¶ Owners Guide will distribut-
ed along with members brochures, 
handouts and advertisements. Darlene 
Steven will provide ASAV posters and 
banners along with distance trophies 

and her personal trophies to make the 
booth attractive. 
 
ASAV member Christy Johnson will be 
showing Dark Bonfire ((Dante LCR x 
RH Scarlette Onfire) . 
 
A daily raffle of donated items will be 
held to entice participants to return to 
the ASAV booth.  
 
ASAV is also please to announce that  
Dr. Daniela Stancia, Director of Arabi-

an Horse Breeding for the Romanian 

State Studs, will be our guest for the 

event.  Dr. Stancia and Darlene Steven 

will be giving a presentation on the 

Arabian horse during the event.  ASAV 

will host a reception for Dr. Stancia on 

Saturday night.  Stop by the booth for 

details. 

PUSCHKIN R  ( Pamino - Cacile by O'Bajan ) 

mailto:vaboles@centurylink.net
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ASAV News 
 Stallions registered by ASAV & Licensing/Performance over the age of 3 Years 
 

BAYRAM:   
Performance record in combined training. Sire of SA Belshazzar chosen by USA to 
represent them and race in Dubaiôs 2010 Presidentôs Race (100 miles, 160 K in 9 hrs 
15 min), WEG alternate for USA 2010 Team, Sire of SA Ireesh Tenor winning in Qa-
tar, 80 K; Sire of SA Edashick third in Hemirôs Cup 120 K, 2010 and 2011, racing in 
Qatar. Sire of SA Te Jat, 1410 AERC miles, all but five of these rides top ten placings 
and above. Plus over 1500 competitive trail miles and wins here also. 
 

BUDAPEST:   

Has his own performance record in dressage and AERC endurance. Sire of 2008 

AHA reserve champion competitive trail WineGlass Dominous. Sire of many Sport 

Horse (Sportlos) competing with records.  

 

GHANDI:     
Completed ISR 30 day Stallion test. 

                      

LILY CREEK STETSON:   
TOP TEN in many AERC events, including Old Dominion 55/2011. Sire of Lily Creek 
Nobelest with 1600 AERC miles. Sire of many Sport Horse (Sportlos) competing with 
records. 

 
*KS TRIBUTE:   

Sold to Bogata, Columbia, competing in endurance and siring many foals, ready to 
compete in endurance and sport horse events 

 
*KS RUBIN:  

1615 Total miles, two top tens, competing at 100 mile level. 
 
*MURAD:  

Completed ISG Stallion test. Has his own performance record. Siring foals just begin-
ning competitions. 

 

*OMAN:       
Competed ISR 100 day Stallion test and passed. Sire of Tevis winner and many 
horses that have completed the 100 mile Tevis race. Has his own performance rec-
ord and sire of many horses with performance and FEI records 

 

SARVAR PFF:  
Performance record in dressage. Sire of Lily Creek Dancin finishing in the top 10s. 
Sire of L.C. Stetson, record above. 

 

SMR GARCON:  

Third in 2006 Tevis.  Many AERC endurance top tens.  Sire of many Tevis competi-

tors  

 



 

Page 4   American Shagya Arabian Verband Newsletter     

 

 

Endurance News  
FEI North American Junior  & 
Young Rider Championships - 
held July 27-31, 2011 at the  
Kentucky Horse Park 
by Darlene Steven & Daunna Sellers 

It was really hot, that day.  It had been 
very hot, all week.  In fact it had dan-
gerously hot for many weeks through-
out the Midwest.   So began the FEI 
Young Riders Championship Games 
at Kentucky Horse Park.  One of the 
biggest concerns of the games was 
heat exhaustion of horses and their 
youth riders, who in many cases were 
borrowing horses for the event. 
 
The entire horse park was a breast of 
horse and rider teams participating in 
Dressage, Jumping, 3-day Eventing, 
Vaulting, and of course the Shagya 
specialty eventé.. endurance distance 
riding. There were teams from Cana-
da, Mexico and riders from Germany 
and Colombia.   
 
SA Belshazzar was the ASAVôs 
preeminent contestant being ridden by 
Cassandra Roberts in the CE12 divi-
sion.  This wasnôt ñZarôsò first county 
fair, as Kentucky horsemen say when 
they are exhibiting a well seasoned 

mount.  SA Belshazzar, racing in his 
home state, is owned by long time 
breeder and ASAV Registrar, Daunna 
Sellers.  Her paladin has a long history 
of being a top-notch competitor with 

Ellen Rapp, 
or Jeremy 
Olson up. 
 
In February 
of 2010 Zar 
flew half 
way around 
the world to 
be on the 
USA team 
to race for 
the Presi-
dentôs Cup 
in Abu Dha-
bi part of 
the UAE.  
This was 
his first 100 
mile race 
which he 

ran in 9 hrs and 16 
min placing the 
USA team first of 
all the racing for-
eign teams.  Zar 
was also first alter-
nate for the 2010 
WEG in Lexington, 
KY.  He had many 
wins for Jeremy 
Olson in 2008 and 
2009 here in the 
USA. In FEI and 
AERC competi-
tions, Zar has two 
first, two seconds 
and a fourth place 
finish totaling 300 
miles so far in 
2011. 
 
Both Ellen Rapp 
and Jeremy Olson, 
lent their long dis-
tance laureate, Zar 
to the event, as 

well as Shagya stallion, Hadban US, 
owned by Adele Furby and ridden by 
Liz Moran.  Rapp said, ñWe are hon-
ored to have the two Shagya Arabians 
in the field of 30 horses at this event.ò 
 
The ASAV was invited to provide re-
freshments to the attendees, located 
under a shaded pop-up tent.  Daunna 
Sellers, Darlene Steven and Elisha 
Morehead represented the association 
distributing promotional information 
along and punch and cookies.  Elisha 
was drafted by the veterinarians for 
the conscription of their notes at the 
Vet Check Area.  The treatment vet 
was Olivia Rudolphi of Wineglass 
Farm and even with the heat no hors-
es were on jugs.  In gate had a tem-
perature of 101 degrees and the last 
loop out gate was 107.   
 
Coaches Rapp and Olson were defi-
antly well prepared for this oppressive 

Presentation of the ASAV key chains 

Victory lap! 
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Endurance News 

heat with plenty of water at all different 
temperatures from sun warmed to ice 
cold to bring down the heart rate and 
cool out the horses as they arrived at 
camp.  As Olson expressed his desire 
for this all girl team to ride steady and 
save their horses throughout the ride 
until the last short loop at the end. 
 
Zar and Cassandra were quite the ef-
fective pair coming in strong the entire 
event.  Through each checkpoint they 
followed the plan that was set fourth 
early in the ride and made the excel-
lent time of 7:55:49 at the finish.  Had-
ban US and Liz Moran made a gallant 
effort, but on the second loop Hadban 
US fell on his knees and was pulled for 
lameness. 
 
The ASAV felt that it was important to 
honor both endurance pairs with Ken-
tucky horsemenôs engraved leather 
key chains.  These mementos were 
given so that the girls remember their 
participation with the inscription NAEC 
(North American Endurance Champi-
onship) 2011 ASAV on the first line 
and FEI Young Riders on the second.  
The key chains were so well received 
one of the Vets came over and tried to 
buy one on display.  The key chains 
were a donation by Darlene Steven 
Stables and were hand made by her 
for this event.  Sellers awarded each 
girl with a commemorative key chain 
and ASAV tee shirt, thanking them for 
choosing to ride a Shagya Arabian. 
In the final round of the event, Zar and 
Cassandra ended up fourth overall in 
time.  In the C12 age group, the pair 
was award with the Silver.  Moreover 
the entire Southeast Team scored the 
reserve championship spot of Silver.  
The ASAV was proud of the superior 
pair and wish to thank Sondra Roberts 
for the great ride. We also wish happi-
ness to Ellen Rapp and Jeremy Olson 
on their  wedding, and thank them for 
coaching the girls and over all support 
of the Shagya Arabian in endurance 
worldwide. 

 
 

Lily Creek Stetson  
by Brian Coss 

 
 

 
The Virginia Highland 
distance was 55 miles 
with about 35 riders, 
only 27 finished and we 
came in 6th. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Muckleratz Run 
distance was 25 miles.  
Stetson and I took our 
time, as speed doesn't 
matter.  Lots of nice 
Pennsylvania scenery.  
The grass  field in the 
photo is a hang glider 
launch pad about 20 
miles North of Harris-
burg, PA.  Stetson did 
the ride trouble free with 
Easyboot Gloves up 
front and bare hoofs in 
back.  

Muckleratz  Run July 30, 2011 

Virginia Highland August 27, 2011 
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Saheera - Beautiful 
by Donna Coss 
 
I have to tell you a story.  One of my 
very best mares, SW Selabration 
went to Shannon McCracken of Stir-
ling, Ont. Canada.  She imported Oli-
vero, a very nice Shagya stallion and 
bred him to Selabration.  The mare 
was due to foal June 22.   Sunday 
June 19th, late afternoon, I was on the 
phone with Shannon and she had just 
come from the barn and said she didn't 
feel Sele was ready to foal.  No waxing 
etc. but told me how she was acting. 
 
I had a feeling for some reason and 
told her to please go back to the barn 
and check on her.  Shannon went back 
and Sele proceeded to break water 
and begin foaling.  Except one foot 
was stuck and the mare was in trou-
ble.  Shannon is a novice about all of 
this--it is her first foal, but she called 
the Vet, he told her what to do and fi-
nally a beautiful bay filly was out and 
seems to be just fine.  

 
If I had not told her to go back to the 
barn, she would have lost both of 
them. Shannon is leasing a barn, and 
is  searching to purchase her own 
place, so doesn't live close by. 
 
Maybe I should set up as a horse psy-
chic!    

 

 

 

Go Shagyas! 
by Steve Boles  
 

On June 14th a very handsome colt 
FWA Dominik (name pending) was 
born here in Virginia at Four Winds 
Arabians.  Although he came to us 9 
days early out in the pasture he is 
healthy and full of himself.  This is a 
very exciting baby for us as it is our 
first Shagya Arabian baby and you can 
see from the picture he is going to be 
really special!  He is a purebred 
Shagya Arabian colt by Dante.......dam 
is Lily Creek Seredy, (Stetson X SW 
Selabration by Oman).  

We look forward to working with this 
baby as his confirmation, tempera-
ment, and movement are all truly out-
standing.  We couldnôt have asked for 
a better result from this breeding.  We 
believe Dominik will be a great perfor-
mance horse as well as possessing 
stallion quality.  

 
We want to thank Lyle Capps for 
joining us in the purchase of the 
lovely mare LC Seredy in order to 
begin a Shagya Arabian breeding 
program. We also thank Donna 
Coss for making LC Seredy availa-
ble to us.  Donna Coss and Dar-
lene Steven, who have been 
breeding Shagyas for many years, 
were both instrumental in making 
this breeding possible ï thank you 
both!  
 
I do want to mention that we took 
advantage of the Jump Start Pro-
gram offered by ASAV.  Just look 

at the results you can achieve through 
this breeding incentive program.  If you 
are interested in talking with us about 
FWA Dominik, the Shagya Arabian 
breed, or ASAV please contact us at 
vaboles@centurylink.net. 
 
Steve Boles 
 

 
 

 

Cavalia or Bust 
by Chris Evans 
My daughter, Stephanie Evans, part 
owner of Lily Creek Diva Dance, has 
continued to progress in her career 
with the touring equine theatrical pro-
duction of Cavalia. She was offered an 

Member Stories 

First Shagya for Four Winds Arabians in VA. 
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opportunity to ride in the show in Cal-
gary, Alberta when Cavalia was on 
location at the Olympic Park last 
spring. Since then they have been lo-
cated in the "European" atmosphere of 
Quebec City where they close Labor 
Day weekend. 
 
Cavalia ( www.cavalia.net) will next 
open in Minneapolis on September 21. 
Portland and Seattle will follow then an 
historic opening in Beijing China on 
April 29, 2012. The "Big White Top" 
tented facilities require 100 transport 
trucks to move to each city. This equip-

ment will be transported to China by 
boat, while the 45 horses and 40 artists 
(riders, acrobats, dancers and musi-

cians) will be flown to Beijing.  
While there is not yet an adver-
tised timetable, it is expect that 
the stay in China could be almost 
a year in duration. 
 
Quite the adventure for an aspir-
ing North American horse kid! 
Maybe all those riding lessons 
were worth it!!  
 
 
 
 
 

Having Fun  

by Kathy Johnson 
 
Taking a break and trying to find our 
way... only a topical map, compass 
and no trails marked for horses.   
 
In the Nicolet National Forest, two 
hours north and of where I live in Wis-
consin, just great fun.   Ciara is having 
fun too And best of all no mosquitos or 
deer flies! 
 

Member Stories 

Shagya, Walker, Fox Trotter, Quarter Horse 

Photo courtesy of Cavalia and Sandra Caron 

Stephanie Evans and acrobat Omar El Ouazi of Cavalia with 
Lily Creek Diva Dance 

http://www.cavalia.net

