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a weekend, we actually were allowed
"o get into the auditorium where the

§| Hungarian parliament meets & makes
| decisions. We found out that there was
even a debate & vote the following

day related the situation and future of

s | the Babolna stud. This debate was also
* | transmitted on radio & TV and

™ showed us the magnitude and how

4| serious the situation about the Babolna
4| stud is.

By Denis Atam:

denisatam@rmtw.com

During June 2008, my
wife Irmi and | had the
honor to be special

guests of Tamas & Tuende Rom- | &
bauer, Babolna, Hungary. It was di§
first trip to Babolna and we were
very excited to see the stud and
learn more about the history of the
Shagyas. We arrived in Vienna ar|és :
drove to Babolna, which is only a .
hours drive and easy to find. Sincg
the liberation of the European Un-
ion, boarder crossings are not of g
concern anymore. We stayed at th
Babolna stud Hotel, which is part
the Babolna stud facilities and had
our first tour through the stud.

e S R
aOwnership, and also as of financia
challenges.
Ws av @wvsw.shagyaregistry.com
fuebsite has a special section abq
Jéabolna and further information a
to the details of the situation therel §

Budapest:

Pannohalma Archabbey, Fortress

1| Siklos and Suemeg, Tihany:
“| The following day the four of us

4| started our journey for a roundtrip to
| historic places in Hungary and also in
Slovakia.

The following day the Rombauers
invited us to a trip to Budapest, th
capital city of Hungary. | have beg
to Budapest several times before
3Lbusiness purpose, but this time wg

Of course we had to take pictures
ourselves from the famous Shagy )
Monument as well as from the Acateceived a toun
cia tree, which is several hundred|from the per-
years old. Tamas Rombauer pro- | spective of the
vid(;ed us with first _hzland infor_:jnatio Nocals. One of Kt
and was our special tour guide P .
through the stud (he was the Man a%:s Shtlr?zl\l,?gi
ing Director for the Babolna stud f )
many years). The stud is currently| (€ !—Iunganan .
facing some difficult times in re- | parliament.
gards to the further management gBecause it was

|=)

‘4| The very impressive ArciAbbey of
#| Pannohalma founded in 906 by monks
& | from Czechoslovakia is today part of
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the World Cultural Heritage. It con
tains a huge library of ancient boo|
0 some going back into the early
times of Christianity.

We continued our journey to the
Fortress of Siklos:

The fortress was founded in 1294
was occupied for 143 years by thq
Turks, who reached that far into th
EastWestern part of Europe. Thern
we had another short stop at the
fortress of Suemeg, but the doors
were closed and we only could se
from the outside.

Our next stop was the small town
Tihany located on a half island. It
famous for the spring cone due to
postvolcanic activities.

From there we also had a beautiful

-view overLake Balaton, which is
)Kee largest lake in Central Europe
also called the

Even that the lake is large in si@e
it is very shallowd on average

only 10 feet, and it one of the tour|s
attractions of this region.

We visited several other historical
places of interest. It would exceed

them all.

nice City of Pecs Again many

or statues/monuments.

Wineries:

Now the more entertaining part of
our roundtrip began. Because my
wife and | are commercially

¢he scope of this report to mentior] |

We finally concluded our historical - :
&teducational tour with a stop at t

W VINO VERITAS-

~

growing grapes in the State of Wash-
ington, Lake Chelan, and as we are in
the process of starting our own win-
ery, we did not want to miss the op-
portunity to visit some of the famous
Hungarian and Slovakian wineries &
winemakers.

highlights from the past and as yo[}
afan sed significant people alwayg
svere shown on a horse on pictureg

We saw some very innovative and
state of the art wineries (gravity flow
concept), where the processing of the
grapes (crushing, must, fermentation,
filtration, storage, bottling) occurs on
different levels. The must and then

“ | wine only flows by gravity from one
|| process step to the following one to

avoid any mechanical processing
through pumps. This sophisticated
method is known to be very gentle on
the wine in order to produce wine of
superior quality.

Beside all the Awi
talks & sharing winemakers secrets,
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we did not forget to enjoy the other
side of making winé the wine tast-
ing! We enjoyed some wonderful mg
ments with real good friends and de
nitely will come back again!

Horseback Riding on Shagyas:

The real higHight of our trip was the
visit to Szalka We felt very honored
by the hospitality of Taméas Horvéath
and Béla BanyakEverything was
perfectly arranged and we had the
honor to ride some of the finest Sha
yas you can find in Hungaréla
Banyai and his daughter Zsuzsi are
affiliated with Shagyas for many
years They benefit with their own
breeding program from the close
proximity to the Babolna stud.

Riders: leftTamas Horvath, behind
Zsuzsi Banyai, centre: Tamas Rom-
bauer, right behind: Béla Banyai,
right front Irmi Atam.

A special event for us was to ride to

gether withZsuzsi Banyai (2007 Hun-

garian Endurance Champioiye

well organized trail ride for sev-
eral hours. Even the lunch brea
was prepared and all horses we
fivery well mannered & educated

We all had a great time and en-
joyed sharing stories from both
sides. It was confirmed once
more that the Shagyarabian is
THE perfect combination of a
riding horse with superb qualitie
that can be used in many ways.

Zsuzsi Banyai & Tamas Rombauer
g_

Gazal XII+7 BenHur
(Gazal XIII Balaton x 158 lbn Galal

Beside being an active & suc-
cessful endurance rider and an
bassador for Shagyarabians,
Zsuzsi Banyai is quite engaged
the international endurance sce
o0 for example as chief steward
or ground jury at FEI events.

Zuszs i ®B&aBaydish e
also an active endurance rider.
He competes this year in the

Hungarian Championship and

were really blessed to enjoyed a ver

re

STamas Horvath on Barmat

Bar mat 6s
name plate.

The horses we
rode are primarily
trained in the sur-
roundings moun-
tains of Mecsek,

which provide exactly the terrain to
condition endurance horses in the
right way. We hope to have the
chance to visit them again.

_ Irmi Atam riding an elegant stallion

n

&Fell deserved rest for the horses and
lunch break for the riders.

ygood chances to win his class.
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