
By Denis Atam: 

denisatam@rmtw.com  

During June 2008, my 

wife Irmi and I had the 

honor to be special 

guests of Tamas & Tuende Rom-

bauer, Babolna, Hungary. It was our 

first trip to Babolna and we were 

very excited to see the stud and 

learn more about the history of the 

Shagyas. We arrived in Vienna and 

drove to Babolna, which is only a 2 

hours drive and easy to find. Since 

the liberation of the European Un-

ion, boarder crossings are not of any 

concern anymore. We stayed at the 

Babolna stud Hotel, which is part of 

the Babolna stud facilities and had 

our first tour through the stud.  

Of course we had to take pictures 

ourselves from the famous Shagya 

Monument as well as from the Aca-

cia tree, which is several hundred 

years old. Tamas Rombauer pro-

vided us with first hand information 

and was our special tour guide 

through the stud (he was the Manag-

ing Director for the Babolna stud for 

many years). The stud is currently 

facing some difficult times in re-

gards to the further management & 

The following day the Rombauers 

invited us to a trip to Budapest, the 

capital city of Hungary. I have been 

to Budapest several times before for 

business purpose, but this time we 

a weekend, we actually were allowed 

to get into the auditorium where the 

Hungarian parliament meets & makes 

decisions. We found out that there was 

even a debate & vote the following 

day related the situation and future of 

the Babolna stud. This debate was also 

transmitted on radio & TV and 

showed us the magnitude and how 

serious the situation about the Babolna 

stud is. 

received a tour 

from the per-

spective of the 

locals. One of 

the high-lights 

was the visit to 

the Hungarian 

parliament. 

Because it was 
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Ownership, and also as of financial 

challenges.  

ASAVôs  www.shagyaregistry.com 

web-site has a special section about 

Babolna and further information as 

to the details of the situation there. 

Budapest: 

Pannohalma Archabbey, Fortress 

Siklos and Suemeg, Tihany: 

The following day the four of us 

started our journey for a roundtrip to 

historic places in Hungary and also in 

Slovakia.  

The very impressive Arch-Abbey of 

Pannohalma founded in 906 by monks 

from Czechoslovakia is today part of  

http://www.shagyaregistry.com


The fortress was founded in 1294. It 

was occupied for 143 years by the 

Turks, who reached that far into the 

East-Western part of Europe. Then 

we had another short stop at the 

fortress of Suemeg, but the doors 

were closed and we only could see it 

from the outside. 

Our next stop was the small town of 

Tihany located on a half island. It is 

famous for the spring cone due to 

post-volcanic activities. 

From there we also had a beautiful  

view over Lake Balaton, which is 

the largest lake in Central Europe ð

also called the ñHungarian Seaò. 

Even that the lake is large in size ð

it is very shallow ð on average 

only 10 feet, and it one of the tourist 

attractions of this region. 

We visited several other historical 

places of interest. It would exceed 

the scope of this report to mention 

them all.  

We finally concluded our historical 

& educational tour with a stop at the 

nice City of Pecs. Again many 

highlights from the past and as you 

can see ð significant people always 

were shown on a horse on pictures 

or statues/monuments. 

Wineries: 

Now the more entertaining part of 

our roundtrip began. Because my 

wife and I are commercially 

growing grapes in the State of Wash-

ington, Lake Chelan, and as we are in 

the process of starting our own win-

ery, we did not want to miss the op-

portunity to visit some of the famous 

Hungarian and Slovakian wineries & 

winemakers.  
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the World Cultural Heritage. It con-

tains a huge library of ancient books 

ð some going back into the early 

times of Christianity.    

We continued our journey to the 

Fortress of Siklos:  

We saw some very innovative and 

state of the art wineries (gravity flow 

concept), where the processing of the 

grapes (crushing, must, fermentation, 

filtration, storage, bottling) occurs on 

different levels. The must and then 

wine only flows by gravity from one 

process step to the following one to 

avoid any mechanical processing 

through pumps. This sophisticated 

method is known to be very gentle on 

the wine in order to produce wine of 

superior quality. 

Beside all the ñwinemakersò business 

talks & sharing winemakers secrets, 



 

Horseback Riding on Shagyas: 

The real high-light of our trip was the 

visit to Szálka. We felt very honored 

by the hospitality of Tamás Horváth 

and Béla Bányai. Everything was 

perfectly arranged and we had the 

honor to ride some of the finest Shag-

yas you can find in Hungary. Béla 

Bányai and his daughter Zsuzsi are 

affiliated with Shagyas for many 

years. They benefit with their own 

breeding program from the close 

proximity to the Babolna stud. 

Riders: left Tamás Horváth, behind 

Zsuzsi Bányai, centre: Tamás Rom-

bauer, right behind: Béla Bányai, 

right front Irmi Atam. 

 

A special event for us was to ride to-

gether with Zsuzsi Bányai (2007 Hun-

garian Endurance Champion). We 

were really blessed to enjoyed a very 

Gazal XIII-7 BenHur 
(Gazal XIII Balaton x 158 Ibn Galal) 

 

Beside being an active & suc-

cessful endurance rider and am-

bassador for Shagya-Arabians, 

Zsuzsi Bányai is quite engaged in 

the international endurance scene 

ð for example as chief steward 

or ground jury at FEI events.  

 

Zuszsiôs father Béla Bányai is 

also an active endurance rider. 

He competes this year in the 

Hungarian Championship and has 

good chances to win his class. 

we did not forget to enjoy the other 

side of making wine ð the wine tast-

ing! We enjoyed some wonderful mo-

ments with real good friends and defi-

nitely will come back again! 

Tamás Horváth on Barmat 

 

Barmatôs barn 

name plate. 

The horses we 

rode are primarily 

trained in the sur-

roundings moun-

tains of Mecsek, 
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well organized trail ride for sev-

eral hours. Even the lunch break 

was prepared and all horses were 

very well mannered & educated.  

 

We all had a great time and en-

joyed sharing stories from both 

sides. It was confirmed once 

more that the Shagya-Arabian is 

THE perfect combination of a 

riding horse with superb qualities 

that can be used in many ways. 

Well deserved rest for the horses and 

lunch break for the riders. 

Zsuzsi Bányai & Tamás Rombauer 

Irmi Atam riding an elegant stallion 

which provide exactly the terrain to 

condition endurance horses in the 

right way. We hope to have the 

chance to visit them again. 


